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REMARKS 

A telephonic interview was held on July 20, 2005 between Examiner and Applicant's 
representative, in which features proposed to be added by claim amendment were discussed, and 
it was agreed tlnat the Examiner would reconsider the prior art rejection of the claims in light of 
claim amendments that include the proposed claim features. Applicants have added the proposed 
features to the claims by amendment herein. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 4, 7, 12-15, 17, 18 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Adams etal. (USPN 5535164) fUrthcr in view of AAPA. 

Applicants respectfiiUy traverse the § 103(a) rejections with the following arguments. 
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The Examiner rejected claims 1, 4, 7, 12-15, 17, 18 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Adarasc/«/. CUSPN 5535164) fuithcr m view of AAPA. 

Since claims 15, 17, and 18 have been canceled, the rejection of claims 15, 17, and 18 is 

moot. 

Applicants rcspectftiUy contend that claims 1 , 4, 7, 12-14, and 20 are not unpatentable 
over Adams further in view of AAPA, because Adams further in view of AAPA docs not teach 
or suggest each and every feature of claims 1, 4. 7, 12-14, and 20 . 

For example, Adams further in view of AAPA docs not leach or suggest the feature of a 
"plurality of memory arrays, each memory array comprising a compilable address magnitude 
comparator". The preceding feature of claim 1 is shown in Applicants' specification on page 8, 
lines 1 1 -13 and is illustrated in FIG. 1 of Applicants' patent application which depicts 
compilable nddrcss magnitude comparators 106 and 108 as being comprised by mcraoty arrays 
102 and 104, respectively.. 

The Examiner argues that CAM 24 in FIG. 1 of Adams is a comparator. However, 
Adams teaches a single CAM 24 which is located external to the memories 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20 
of FIG. I . Therefore Adams does not teach or suggest the preceding feature of claim 1. 

Moreover, Applicants respectfully traverse the Fjtaminer's arguments for modifying 
Adams to include a compilable address magnitude comparator. The Examiner argues tliat AARP 
leaches on pages 1-4 of Applicants' specification that "the compilable magnitude comparator 
address comparator overrides the self-test fiom Ihc BIST when the BIST attempts to test addresses 
that do not exist in the memory", from which the Examiner concludes that the '^modification would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art because one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have itscognized iliat by making the address magnitude compilable would enable it to efficiently 
override the sdf-tcst ft^m the BIST when the BIST attempts to test addresses that do not exist in the 
memory". 

In response, AppUcants respectfully contend that the Examiner's reliance on AAPA from 
pages 1-4 of Applicants' specification is misdirected, because pages 1-4 of Applicants' 
spccificaUon does not disclose that "the compilable magnitude comparator address comparator 
ovenidcs the self-test torn the BIST when the BIST attempts to test addresses that do not exist in the 
memory". Therefore, AARP camiot be used as a basis for modifying Adams. 

Based on the preceding arguments, AppUcanls respectfully maintain tliat claims 1 , 4, 7, 
12-14, and 20 arc not unpatentable over Adams further in view of AAPA, and that claims 1, 4, 7, 
12-14, and 20 are in condition for allowance. 



9 



10/681,856 



PAGE 10lirRCVDAT7/22/20ll5 12:40:15PM [Eastern DayfightTiine]'SVR:USPTO{FXiff^^ 



JUL-22-05 FRI 12:07 PM 



FAX NO. 



CONCLUSION 



Based on the preceding arguments. AppUcants respeclfuUy believe lhat all pending cla 
and Ihc entire application meet the acceptance criteria for allowance and therefore request 
fawrable action. If the Examiner bcUcves that anything further would be helpful to place the 
application in better condition for allowance. AppUcants Invites tlic Exannner ton contact 
Applicants' representative at the telephone number listed below. The Director is hereby 
authorized to charge and/or credit Deposit Account No. 09-0456. 





Ja^P. Friedman 
Registration No. 44,688 



Sehmeiscr, Olscn & Walls 
3l^ar Jet Lane, Suite 201 
LaUiam, New York 121 10 
(518)220-1850 
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